[Ascending aortic aneurysm following aortic valve replacement due to aortitis syndrome; report of a case].
A 60-year-old woman had previously undergone aortic valve replacement for aortic regurgitation. As the aortic wall was elastic hard, inflammatory change was suspected; therefore, we undertook a partial biopsy of the ascending aortic wall and the intraoperative pathological specimens were compatible with aortitis syndrome. As there was no active inflammatory change, she was diagnosed as inactive aortitis syndrome and steroid therapy was not applied. Seven years later, a follow-up computed tomography (CT) showed an ascending aortic aneurysm of 65 mm in diameter. Aortic root replacement was planned based on a clinical diagnosis of an aneurysm of the ascending aorta. The patient was discharged without complication 21 days after surgery. It is possible that an inactive stage of aortitis may lead to late dilatation of the ascending aorta; therefore, careful postoperative follow-up is necessary in such cases.